
Name ______________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Writing Rubric 

Narrative 

elements 

Exceeds 

4 

Meets 

3 

Approaching 

2 

Below 

1 

Introduction Topic sentence is 

clearly stated 

Topic sentence is 

stated 

The topic is 

unclear 

No topic 

sentence 

Establish a 

situation 

Setting and 

characters are 

introduced with 

many details 

Setting and 

character(s) are 

introduced with 

some detail 

Setting and/or 

characters are 

introduced with 

little or no detail 

Setting nor 

characters are 

introduced 

Sequence of 

events 

Four or more 

events are 

sequenced 

correctly 

Three events are 

sequenced 

correctly 

Two events are 

mentioned 

Events have no 

sequence 

Character 

development 

Uses dialogue and 

descriptions of 

character actions, 

thoughts, and 

feelings to develop 

experiences and 

events 

Uses dialogue and/or 

descriptions of 

character actions, 

thoughts, and 

feelings to develop 

experiences and 

events 

Uses little dialogue 

and/or descriptions 

of character actions, 

thoughts and 

feelings to develop 

experiences and 

events 

Does not use 

dialogue or 

descriptions to 

develop 

characters 

Time order 

words 

Student uses four or 

more time order 

words correctly 

Student uses three 

time order words 

correctly 

Student attempts 

to use two time 

order words 

Time order 

words are not 

used correctly 

Closure Student wraps up the 

narrative with a 

creative concluding 

sentence 

Student wraps up the 

narrative with a 

concluding sentence 

Student attempts 

to close the 

narrative 

No conclusion 

(NO THE END) 

 

Writing 

Conventions 

Exceeds 

4 

Meets 

3 

Approaching 

2 

Below 

1 

Capitalization No mistakes in 

capitalization 

1-2 errors in 

capitalization 

3-4 errors in 

capitalization 

5+ errors in 

capitalization 

Punctuation No mistakes in 

punctuation 

1-2 errors in 

punctuation 

3-4 errors in 

punctuation 

5+ errors in 

punctuation 

Spelling No mistakes in 

spelling 

1-2 errors in 

spelling 

3-4 errors in 

spelling 

5+ errors in 

spelling 

Sentence types 

(simple, 

compound, 

complex) 

Student uses a 

variety of 

sentence types 

Student uses at 

least two 

different 

sentence types 

Student uses only 

one type of 

sentence 

Student does not 

have complete 

sentences 

Grammar No mistakes in 

grammar 

1-2 errors in 

grammar 

3-4 errors in 

grammar 

5+ errors in 

grammar 

 

 

 



 


